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Welcome!

• Why are we here? 

– Some background on today’s 
event

• What will we do? 

– Overview of the programme

• How will we do it?

– Building community and 
solidarity through dialogue

• What comes next?

– Over to you… 



Why are we here?

• This symposium is born out of frustration with 
the white left

• In many feminist, socialist, anarchist and anti-
racist spaces, women of colour and our interests 
are oftentimes ignored and/or misrecognised

• This erasure is not ‘unfortunate’ nor an ‘accident’ 
but a central project of white supremacy and the 
racial contract (Wekker 2016; Bilge 2013; Wynter
2003; Mills 1995)



Why are we here?

• In my research on women of colour’s anti-
austerity activism in France and Britain, their 
ostensible allies either deemed them ‘passive 
victims’ to be saved or ‘existential threats’ to 
be defeated who disrupt the unity of left 
politics (Emejulu and Bassel 2015; 2014)

• In either case, women of colour are classed as 
alien Others who exist outside of and are 
(paradoxically) ‘irrelevant threats’ to Europe



Why are we here?
• In political and public debate across Europe, race is 

denied and erased—unless it is a discussion about the 
‘failures’ of multiculturalism and immigration (Goldberg 
2008; Hesse 2007; Mirza 2013). 

• Race is assumed irrelevant until racialised people 
‘disrupt’ the social order

• There is little space to conceive of heterogeneous groups 
of women: those who are born in Europe, those who 
migrated to Europe and/or those of differing citizenship 
statuses
– ‘All the women are white, all the Blacks are men’ (Smith et al 

1984)



Why are we here?

• Inspired by collectives such as Sisters Uncut and Mwasi
Collectif, this symposium about trying to create a space to 
imagine radical futures for women of colour in Europe

• We are here to center the competing perspectives and 
experiences of women of colour

• We are here to legitimise and authorise women of 
colour’s complex identities, interests and actions

• We are here to build solidarity and community across our 
differences



What will we do? How will we do it?

• Parallel panel discussions on: 
artistic practices, women’s 
migration experiences, Black 
women’s resistances and 
activism, self care and narrating 
Black women’s lives

• 90 minute sessions with 10-12 
minute presentations by each 
speaker

• Emphasis of the sessions is 
creating a space for dialogue 
between the speakers and the 
audience



Conclusion: What comes next?

• Do we want to 
organise a follow up 
event in a different 
city? 

• Do we wish to set up a 
group blog/visual 
archive documenting 
our experiences?

• Whatever we decide to 
do, I would love to try 
to maintain this 
network


